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‘THE ST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT PRESS 


FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


A struggle to catch up to our production schedule continues. 
hoped this issue would reach most of our readers during 1 


twelve- 
day celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord, rather than being mailed 
during Theophany. The Lord willing, number 1 of volume II will fol- 


low close behind it---within a week or so. There is certainly no 
dearth of material, only a shortage of time in which to write, edit, 
print and mail. Me repeat our appeal for used printing equipment (in- 
eluding a medium-sized power plant) which might be useful in the ope- 
ration of the Press. It is also necessary that the Press be moved 
from its present tenporary quarters (in a house which has been sold) 
in the near future---and that means tine and naterials (e.g. $$$) for 
the provision of a permanent home for it. So---in order to provide 
the capital for a pereanent site for the Press, and for much-needed 
eouipment, we are appealing to our readers and supporters for a vote 
of confidence in the value and longevity of LIVING ORTHODOXY---in the 
form of lifetime subscriptions---yours or ours, whichever proves the 
shorter! Details may be found on the last page of this insue. 


FROM OUR READERS 


HOLY TRINITY MONASTERY 
Jordanville, KY 13361 
6/13 December 1973 

St. Nicholas. Abp. of Myra 


Dear Fr. Donald, 

We have recently received the latest issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY 
which you have been so kind as to send to our Fr. Seraphim, and are 
all. very pleased with the tone and content of your publication. We 
especially appreciate the kind words you have to say about our own 
publication, ORTHODOX LIFE, and other English-language publications 
of our Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia. Your concern for 
veal spiritual food (as opposed to the paltry crumbs that sonetimes 
and inadvertently fall from the academic table of some of the other 
jurisdictions’ publications) is laudable, and we earnestly pray that 
you are successful in instilling Orthodox spirituality in your nead- 
ership. 

I am writing now to correct some misinformation which you have 

(continued on page 18) 


sav tronauean onetime fee] 


Christmas A-B- 1979 


Dearly Beloved: 
WESTERN PAINTERS have tended to glorify the Nativity scene. Artists of the "Hallmark School" 
have schraltzed and sentinentalized the Cave of Bethlehen until the holy scene is bathed 4n 
roseate unreality. Both schools ignore the stark poverty of the Gospel account. 


The fact 1s that the Holy Family was poor. It bore the hardships of the poor. There was no 
room for them in the inn, mich less in any private hone. No room meant no rest after « hard 
‘trip; no warm food; no one to care for the animal on which they rode, of the luggage; there 
vas no chance of giving special care to the expectant Mother and her coning Child; there was 
‘no smug and scented cradle for the Little One; no pride in the Theotokos' and Joseph's heart 
that they had given the very best to God at the dawn of redemption. Discomfort. Cold. Little 
Light; slight protection fron the nightly changes of weather. All these were a part of their 
Lives in their borrowed hillside cave. An aninal shelter vas the first home on earth for God. 
Tt was unfurnished. Tt had bare earthen floors soiled with anime} refuse, It smelled. The 
Place was worse than quarters generally allotted to slaves. Its chief piece of furniture was 
48 feeding trough, a manger. And this manger, perhaps tacit loan from the shepherds, was His 
sign, the visible birthmark of His spirit. 

What 2 God's plan in giving the peivations of the poor to His own Son, to lie mother, to 
His guardian father? 

‘The Holy and Glorious Apostle Paul says that He chose it out of charity: out of love for 
Mary, for the poor, and for the sinful rich, but not out of love for Himself. 


Pirst of all, poverty gave the Theotokos some privacy to rejoice over Him in the first hours 
of His Life. A'rich, well-known young lady born to the manor would not have been alone with 
her divine Son. 


Next, He would be 1ike all men in all things, save sin, But most men are poor. He Who loved 
‘all men would show His love for the poor by being born caong thes. To know our wants better, 
He would cone to the world under circumstances where the barest means of living would be His. 
He would have to fly to Egypt. He would learn a trade. He would be at hone axong simple fish- 
fermen. He would travel on foot. He would spend Kis mature preaching years more homeless than 
fa migratory farm worker. He would never have a place to call His own, He would die dispossessed 
of absolutely all earthly wealt?. 

He is the Saviour of the wor!4, both of ‘he poor and the rich, Secause He 1: ever so poor, 
tthe poor know that in Him, they con Fino salvation. They realize that Hic is rot a fi 

weather religion or a faith for the elite; e hope for the confortable; 


people of worldy importance; a church for fashionable and uptown suburbanttes only. 
Wo, Beloved, He is a God familiar with slum, ethnic ghettoss, and the teeming jungles 
of ‘the inner efty. 

He also offers salvation to the rich, The rich, He knew, need saving from their 
riches snd their worldly desires to gain, retain, expend, and increase their wealth 
‘even at the cost of their souls and the exploitation of others. The poor, He knew, 
would need seving from the bed example of the rich and their dangerous desire to 
imitate then. 

He underscores in the shivering Cave of Bethlehen the important Lesson of the freedom of the 
heart from this world's goods. 

We proclains the special character of His Kingdon this night as a kingdom of the spirit. A 
poor King Like this who pitches His camp in a stable andi has nothing but stalke of straw for 
ie spears can have no intentions of worldly conquest. His ie unarmed power and powerful pov- 
fexty for the conquest of souls. 

But Let's be clear about what Christ s teaching from the Crib: He 4s not recommending 
destitution nor improvidence. He 1s not teaching that the rich cannot be saved, for prudence, 
Justice, and charity all require that thare be 

‘someone for general human welfare. He is not 
only the wicked possess thea. But He is. 
tend to keep the spirit aay from God 

But to iadtate Christ, we don't have 
Nativity nor turn our maternity wards into old barns. But we must acquire Christ's respect 
for the poor and His practical interest in then. We aust be villing for the love of Christ 
to give up sone or all of our vealth 1f God should oo vill it. We must guard our apirite 
‘agninst the hardness of the rich man's heart. 

The grace: of poverty of spirit ts one of the deepest Christmas graces. For just as there 
fare persons’ who are young ani others who, though old in body, are young at heart, #0 there 
fare people who are poor and there are others, whether rich oF poor, who ere poor at heart, 
poor An spirit. 

It ds to'these that Christ, even from the Crib, addresses ile Beatitudes 

"Blessed are'the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kinglon of heaven.” 

For thay exchange the riches of earth for the treasures of grace. 


riches are usually dangerous; that they 
‘and open St to pride, injustice, cruelty, and indulgence, 
to rush 


God, Who contescended to be born in Bethlehen's Cave for our salvation, 
of His All-Pure Mother, have mercy upon us and save us, for He is the 
of Mankind 


ings, Your Servant in the New-Born Cheist 


CALENDAR 


Unless we hear protests from our readers, the Calendar will be onit- 
ted fron LIVING OPTHODOXY after this issue: there seens little rea~ 
son to duplicate here a service readily available elsewhere---see 
‘Worthy to be read...' (p. 11) for two excellent Church Calendars. 


Mon. Jan. 1/1: THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD/ —Fast-free period 
Feast of St. Basil the Great 
Tue. Jan. 2/15: St. Seraphim of Sarov# 


Fri, Jan. 5/18: Eve of Theophany Fast day; W/O 
Sat. Jan. 6/19: THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD 

Sun. Jan. 7/20: PENTECOST XXxIT Wed/Trii fast 
Thu. Jan. 11/24: St. Theodosius the Great this week 


Sun, Jan. 14/27: SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN & PHARISEE 
Fast-free week 

St. Anthony the Great 
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL Sou Wed/Pri fast 
Wed. Ja 24/fe 6: St. Xenia of St. Petersburgh* W/O 
Thu. Ja 25/Fe 7: St. Gregory the Theologian 
Sat. Ja 27/Fe 9: Translation of the Relics of St. 

John Chrysoston/ Sat. of the Dead 


Wed. Jan. 17/30: 
Sun. Ja 21/Fe 


Ja 28/F 10: MEAT-FARE SUNDAY No neat after this 

Ja 30/F 12: The Three Hierarchs* day; all other 

Feb, 2/15 : THE MEETING OF OUR LORD IN foods permitted 
THE TEMPLE this week 


Sat. Feb. 3/16: Commemoration of the Ascetics 
Sun, Feb. 4/17: CHEESE-FARE (FORGIVENESS) SUNDAY 
Mon. Feb. 5/18: #*#Beginning of Great Lent### 


The period from Christnas Day until the Eve of Theophany is fast- 
free. The Eve of Theophany is a day of fasting. The following week 
and that following the Sunday of the Prodigal Son are 'normal'--~ 
Wednesday and Friday kept as fast days. The week after the Sunday of 
the Publican and Pharisee is fast-free---a reminder that righteous- 
ness is not to be attained by 'rule-keeping'. The last week before 
the beginning of Great Lent is unusual: no meat is permitted at all, 
but all other foods are permitted throughout the week. The Lenten 
Fast begins after Vespers in the evening of Forgiveness Sunday: in 
general, meat, fish, eggs and dairy products are prohibited; wine and 
oil are allowed on Saturdays and Sundays only. 


+5 


MEDITATIONS ON THE MYSTERIES OF SALVATION 


In the depths of winter, we begin anew the annual cycle of commemo- 
ration of the Events which wrought salvation for us---not merely 're- 
membering' then, but rather, making them present and real in our 
lives and hearts. There is a natural as well as supernatural fit- 
tingness in this: that this re-creation within the life of the Church 
of the mysteries by which She was redeemed should begin with the ce- 
lebration of Birth in the deep stillness of winter, pass on the the 
awareness of Resurrection in the budding days of spring, and finally 
culminate with the remembrance of the Descent of the Holy Spirit just 
as summer is fully upon us. The beginning of this cycle is a fitting 
time to spend a few minutes reflecting upon each of the Mysteries in 
turn and all together. 


"The Word was made flesh.. 


The Gospel according to St. John begins directly and forthrightly with 
the proclanation of the Incarnation---the en-fleshment---of the Eter- 
nal Son of God: "In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God 
and the Word was God.... The Word was the true Light that enlightens 
all men; and He was coming into the world. He was in the world that 
had its being through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came 

to his own domain and his own people did not accept Hin. But to all 
who did accept Him He gave power to become children of God, to all who 
believe in the Name of Him Who was born not out of human stock or urge 
of the flesh or will of man, but of God Himself. The Word was made 
flesh, He lived anong us, and we saw his Glory, the Glory that is his 
as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:1, 9- 
14) This is a mystery beyond human conprehension---and yet it is an 
historical event, occurring in human time and space, at a specific 
place ard on a specific date. It would be an event like any other, 
Were it not for one thing: He Who was born on that night in the cave 
in Bethlehem was not only fully Men (as indeed no man since Adam had 
been)---He was also fully God Hinself. God did not just cone and vi- 
sit the earth, or appear in some form or other, or act upon human be- 
ings---He had done that many times before---the Old Testament is full 
of accounts of his appearances and actions. He b: 

in Himself God and Man. By this action, even though his own peop 
did not accept Him, he made it possible for those who do accept Him 
"to become children of God': since He is ‘the only Son of the Father’, 
all those who can truly call Him 'brother' thereby become themselves 
sons of the Father. 


(continued next page) 


"Then Jesus appeared. 


Our Lord's Incarnation, his en-fleshment, would have had little im- 
pact on human history had it not becone known---had He not become, as 
it were, a ‘public figure'. The full dimensions of this divine mani 
festation, this Theophany, are of course not reducable to any one e~ 
vent. Nevertheless, the Church celebrates it specifically at the 
Feast of the Theophany, twelve days after that of the Nativity, and 
especially under the sign and figure of Our Lord's Baptism at the 
hands of John the Baptist and Forerunner: "Then Jesus appeared: He 
came from Galilee to the. Jordan to be baptized by John. John tried 
to dissuade Him, ‘It is I who need baptism from You,’ he said, ‘and 
yet You come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the 
time being; it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all that 
righteousness demands.' At this, John gave in to Him. As soon as 
Jesus was baptized He cane up from the water, and suddenly the hea- 
vens opened and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming down on Him. And a voice spoke from heaven, 'This is my Son, 
the Beloved; my favor rests on Hin,' (Matt 3:13-17) This, of course, 
was not the first time Jesus had been recognized as the Messiah: the 
angels announced his Birth and the shepherds believed; the heavens 
announced his Birth and the Magi believed; Simeon welcomed Him in 

the Temple (Luke 2:25ff) as the Awaited One (celebrated on 2 Febru- 
ary). But it was his first proclanation to ‘the masses'---to the 
People of God as a whole---but especially to those with ‘ears to 

hear' who had welcomed John's call to repentance and to preparedness 
for the coming of the Messiah. It is also in this blessed event that 
we first see God revealed as One in Trinity (rather than in types and 
prefigurations, as in the time of the Old Law): the Divine Son is 
present in the water, the Divine Father as the voice from Heaven, and 
the Divine Spirit "descending like a dove’. By his submission to the 
baptism of John, Gur Lord declares his willingness to undergo all 
which is necessary for man---to ‘do all that righteousness denands'. 

He offers Himself---for the first of many times---to public scrutiny, 
humiliation, even ridicule---imagine the spectacle of the King and 
Lord of All descending naked into the waters of baptism, like any com- 
mon sinner cone to repentance. He declares, by his action, the cri- 
tical role in the econony of salvation of the created elements: sal- 
vation is not to be attained by any merely mental or ‘spiritual’ act, 
nor yet simply by keeping of laws and comands. Rather, it is essen- 
tial that man, for his salvation, be brought to whcleness through the 
very basic elements of Creation---in this case, ater. This symbolic 
death and resurrection, accomplished in baptism, has yet to he ful- 
filled---and is so in the Mystery of the Passior (cont. p.8) 


"Then He took some bread. 


The years of Gur Lord's ministry of healing and preaching of the King- 
don would have led to little had they not had a 'point'. Apart from 
their conclusion and clinax, He would have been (to humans) indisting- 
uishable, for the most part, from many snother preacher of righteous- 
ness and worker of wonders and healings: of these, the world has seen 
multitudes. But in this One who was Son of Han and Son of God, all 
this preaching and healing did have a point~--it led directly to the 
Events of the Passion, His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Luke 22: 
28ff) was but a prelude to his Divine Self-Giving, which began with 
the Final Passover He celebrated with his friends. ‘The Passover was 
a celebration of liberation, of deliverance from bondage--~for the 
Jews, the historic deliverance from slavery in Egypt. But in the Pas- 
sion it was to be entirely transforned into a new and transhistorical 
deliverance: from bondage to sin and death, to the powers of darkness 
and of this world. Even before the tine of the Last Supper, Jesus 
had indicated the condition of this liberation: ‘I tell you most so- 
lennly, if you do not eat the Fle: the Son of Han and drink his 
Blood, you will not have life in you.' (Jn 6:53) So outrageous (trom 
a human perspective) and awesone was such a teaching that ‘After this, 
many of his disciples left Hin and stopped going with Hin.’ (Jn 6:66) 
Incomprehensible to moat at the time, the true meaning of this teach- 
ing was made manifest at this last Passover: "Jesus tock some bread, 
and when He had said the blessing He broke it and pave it to the dis- 
ciples, 'Take it and eat,’ He said, ‘this is ny Bcdy.' Then He took 
a cup, and when He had returned thanks ie gave it to them and said, 

Drink all you fron this, for this is ny 3lood....'" (Matt 26:26/f) 
But even yet, the teaching might have renained inconprehensible, or 
‘merely symbolic’, were it not for that which began to occur even at 
the Supper. 


‘they crucified din with two others... 


Untold thousands of men and wonen throughout hunan history have given 
thenselves voluntarily to horrible deaths rater than conprozise the 
beliefs they cherished, In sone cases, this nay have been a merely 
wunan tragedy; in many, it was a true triumph s 

But no matter how awe-inspiring many of these deaths 
Revertheless all were the deaths of hunan beings 
one solitary Figure, unlike all the others: He w 
as has never been known since the Fail of Adan; 


of God, God Himself. A favorite trick question for theology students 
is 'Did God die on the Cross?’ Unanswerable on its own terms-- 
unlike created beings, God is not bound by time and space. It is on- 
ly the positive side of the answer which concerns us here: Yes, God 
dia submit Himself on the Cross to the fate to which man condemns hin- 
s8lf by his disobedience and separation fron God. He ‘delivered Him- 
self up for the life of the world’ (Liturgy of St. John Chrysostan); 
tag a sheep, He was led to the slaughter’; ‘as a spotless lamb silent 
before its shearer, He opens not his mouth’ (the prophecy of Isaiah, 
recollected in the Proskonedy, the preparation of the Gifts at the 
Divine Liturgy). Not limiting Himself to mere teaching and preaching, 
Our Lord offered Himself as a living---and final---sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world; we 'were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Sons' (Rom 5:10) So it is that this day, fram a merely human per- 
spective a day of tragedy and mourning, is called by the Church the 
‘Great and Good Friday', In it, there was accomplished our liberation, 
our deliverance from the bondage we impose upon ourselves. The infi- 
nite significance of this Event was recognized not only by the centu- 
pion standing guard who exclaimed 'Truly this was the Son of God’ 

(Matt 27:54), but as well by the Creation itself: 'The veil of the 
Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the 

rocks were split; the tombs opened and the bodies of many holy m 
roge from the dead....' (Matt 27:51ff) Humanly speaking, this was the 
End---and indeed most if not all the Apostles thought it so, It was 
the destruction of all their hopes and expectations for what they un- 
derstood to be the coming of the Kingdom of God---for even they had 
not ‘ears to hear’, But from a divine perspective, this End was only 
the beginning---the beginning of the true New Age, the Age of the 
Kingdom, to be revealed in the days and years to cone. 


Continued in the next issue: The Descent into the Under- 
world, the Resurrection, the Ascension, the Descent of 
‘the Holy Spirit. 


ORTHODOX WORSHIP AND LIFE Iv: 
Worship and the Creation: (A) Liturgical Tine 


All men experience the Creation under the primary dimensions of time 
(change) and space (onjects and living beings and their resative po- 
sitions). The critical role of time in Christian worship is orten 
ignored (and indeed nearly lost altogether in many of the heterodox 
forms of worship), but for Orthodox Christians who allow themselves 
to experience the fullness of the Church's worship, tine is a funda- 
mental component of Christian life. To say simply ‘time’, houever, 
is at once to oversimplify the matter---for there are several diffe- 
vent kinds of time involved in Christian worship. 


rst and most obvious temporal component of our worship is that 
it involves a commitment to sacrifice (the word means 
‘make holy") a significant portion of what we vainly see as ‘our 
time’. If this is reduced to a couple of hours on Sundy---hen con- 
venient---this aspect pales into insignificance, for Orthodox Chris~ 
tians who truly Live their Taith, however, it means what amounts to 
a genuine tithe on time: a giving over of at least a tenth of the 
time the Creator has given then to his worship and service in prayer 
and thanksgiving. 


Tt is one of the most basic purposes of worship to sanctify time it- 
self; just as a tithe on a crop is the offering of the whole crop, so 
also the offering of a portion of our time is the offering of the 
whole. So it is that the fundamental component of liturgical time is 
the daily cycle: the offering of each portion of the day (and night) 
to the Lord in prayer. Faithful Jews offered their prayers to the 
Lord seven times daily (cp. Acts 10:9); these hours of prayer were 
taken up by the Church and regularized into the hours of Vespers (sun- 
down), Aftersupper or Compline (bedtime), Orthros or Hatins/Lauds 
(early morning), Prime (just after dawn), Terce (midnorning), Sext 
(noon) and None (midafternoon). 


Beyond this daily rhythm lies the weekly cycle of commemoration of the 
central events and figures of the Faith: the Lord's Day (Sunday) is 
the weekly celebration of the Resurrection. On the Holy An- 
gels are renenbered, on Tuesday the Forerunner John the Saptist. Wed- 
nesday and Friday are dedicated to the Holy Cross, and Wednesday as 
well to the Mother of God. Thursdays the Church conmemorates the Ho- 
Jy Apostles and blessed St. Nicholas, and on Saturday ail the saints 
(continued page 14) 
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WORTHY TO BE READ 


A regular feature of LIVING ORTHODOXY, tixis colum vill include notes 
and brief revieve of periodicals and useful hooks which come to our 
attention, Major reviews will be titled separately. Reviews are spe- 
cifically’ written from the standpoint of the Faith, and materiale will 
be selected for inclusion here on the basis of their apparent value 
for life and grovth in Holy Orthodoxy. Materiale for review should be 
addressed to The St. John of Kronstadt Press, Rt. 1 Box 171, Liberty, 
1 37095, and 80 identified, 


ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WITNESS, the parish bulletin of St. Nectarios Ame- 
rican Orthodox Church, 10300 Ashworth Ave. N, Seattle, WA 98133. A 

most unusual parish bulletin...nearly every weekly issue carries se- 
rious material of general interest; sone issue incorporate major ar- 
ticles concerning the Faith, Available on request; a generous dona- 
tion to help with printing 6 postage costs is certainly in orde: 


TLINGIT HERALD, SS Kyril 6 Methody Society, Box 404, Chilliwack, BC, 
Canada V2P-6J7, Attractively-produced large-format magazine; much 
solid material in each issue, heavily illustrated. Particular atten- 
tion given to the Orthodox period of the history of the British peo- 
ples...both archaeological material and lives of early British saints. 
Issues which have reached our hands also include serialized printing 
of the lives of the Fathers from the Kiev Caves Patericon, and of the 
{apinteual Meadow', Apparently a monthly, with frequent doubling of 
. $7/year. 


SYNAXIS, a ‘Journal of Orthodox Christian Theology in the Twentieth 
Century’, from the same source. The numbers which have reached us 
each contain several articles, most of outstanding thoughtfulness and 
importance, Somewhat weightier in tone than the TLINGIT HERALD, it 
is nevertheless readily comprehensible to any serious reader. Appa- 
rently not issued on a regular publication schedule; price unknown. 


‘THE CHURCH IS ONE, Alexei S, Khomiakov, St. Nectarios Press 1979 (ad- 
dress above), $1.25 + 50¢ postage. An introduction with a brief life 
of Khomiakov is a welcome addition to a work amazingly appropriate to 
‘the current situation in the Church (especially for a work written 
135 years ago). A brief yet thorough-going exposition of the Church's 
ecclesiology---that is, of her understanding of herself, Should be 
considered required reading for any Christian serious about truly 
(continued next page) 
ani. 


Living in the Body of Christ. Translation excellent and easily read. 


THE LIFE OF ELDER ZOSIMA, Nikodemos Orthodox Publication Society, PO 
Box 372, Etna, CA 96027, $6.00. Written by his immediate disciple 
and ably and readably translated, this work is the story of the spi- 
ritual life, labors and growth of one of the great men of the Ortho- 
dox Faith. ‘It should be warmly welcomed and much appreciated by any 
seeking true life and growth in the Lord. While Elder Zosima's life 
is not one any of us are likely to be called upon to imitate in de~ 
tail, yet the constant current and theme guiding and directing that 
in no way different from that which must form the life of a 
elieving Christian, As well as being edifying, this work is 
truly entertaining...a ‘good story’. 


ST, HERMAN CALENDAR 1980, St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platin 
CA 96076, $5.00. This calendar was mentioned in the last 
we had not yet seen a copy. Features: a complete hagiography...list- 
ing of the saints commemorated each day; daily Scripture lessons ac- 
cording to the Church's lectionary throughout the year, as well as 
the special lessons for feastdays; notations concerning the fasts of 
the Church, Printed along with this issue of the Calendar are seve- 
ral of Abp. John Maximovitch's shorter theological writings---excel- 
lent brief commentaries on some of the Mysteries of the Faith. The 
calendar is desk-format; traditional Church Calendar dating is fol- 
lowed, with corresponding civil dates provided. 


ORTHODOX WALL CALENDAR 1980, St. Nectarios Press, 10300 Ashworth Ave. 
N, Seattle, WA 98133, $3.50 + 50¢ postage. The most useful wall. ca~ 
lendar we've seen. Principal commemorations of the saints are given 
for each day. Feasts and varying degrees of fast are readily identi- 
fied by color-coded dating and symbols. The calendar is arranged in 
tems of the civil calendar months, but with the Church Calendar 
dates given clearly underneath. Useful short articles on the Faith 
appear on the back side of each sheet. A pleasant bonus: a beauti- 
ful medium-sized paper ikon of the Annunciation on the cover...easily 
removed for use in the family ikon corner. These two calendars are 
ideal companions for those who seek truly to live the rhythm of the 
Church's life. 
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AGAPE COMMUBITY NOTES 


TEMPLE OF THE ANNUNCIATION SERVICES 


SUNDAY SERVICES WEEKDAY FESTIVAL SERVICES 
Vespers, Penance & Absolution Vespers on the Eve 5:30PM 
SAT. 5:30PM Orthros, Proskemedy and 
Orthros, Proskemedy and Divine Liturgy 7:00AM 
Divine Liturgy 8:00AM Vespers 5:30PM 
Vespers 5:30PM (on days indicated * in the calendar) 


Confessions heard on the Ist Saturday of the month from 4PM on; at other 
times by appointment. 


‘TEMPLE LABORS 


The pace of work on the Temple of the Annunciation has, of course, 
slowed somewhat; nevertheless, it continues. Just in time for the Na~ 
tivity services the bulk of the temporary chinking was completed: boards 
stuffed in the larger cracks from the inside, then strips of fiberglass 
insulation foreéd in from the outside. An old bale of fibergiass and 
‘the one new one we could afford (nine more are needed at $15 each) 

were installed in the roof to baffle the worst leaks there. The re- 
sults were dramatic: although it takes a ferocious amount of fuel to 

do it, it is now possible to heat the Temple to something resembling 
comfort at temperatures don to about 20°, and the building retains 

its daytime solar heat (when the sun shines!) long enough for Vespers 
to be tolerable even without heat. No more candles blowing out in the 
middle of services! All of the ikons finally got hung---though tempo- 
rarily, pending the interior panelling which we Hope may be done later 
this year. Lack of funds, time, and wet weather amongst then for the 
present inhibit much of the work remaining to be done. 


NATIVITY /THEOPHANY CELEBRATION 


It was with much Joy that the festivals of Our Lord's Nativity and 
Theophany were celebrated at Agape this year: the Temple itself and 
the possibility of celebrating the festival services with simple splen- 
dor therein were ‘Christmas gift’ enough for all of us here. Perhaps 
for the first time nearly all the attention here was on the liturgical 
celebration itself---complemented, nevertheless, on Christmas Day, by 
a delightful feast at table. We were blessed with pleasant weather 
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for the Feast of the Nativity, and a glorious, sumny, almost warn 
day for the Theophany. This is a special blessing for us, for the 
processional route from the Temple to the baptistry at the Cave Spring 
where the Great Blessing of Water was performed stretches more than 

a mile down the hollow! It is annual joy which we impatiently await 
to go out from the Temple into the midst of these beautiful hills to 
invoke the blessing of the Holy Spirit upon the waters+--and indeed 
upon all the waters of the Earth. The service that day was con- 
pleted by the blessing of the Zitterich's new home, and a festival 
breakfast together. 


‘THE FARM REPORT 


The midwinter farm report is always an interesting one---looking for 
something to say! This winter has (so far) been exceptionally mild 
+--only two short really cold spells (teens weather)---but very rainy. 
Congequently, only minimal firewood has been needed: a blessing, as 
we began with no reserves, having turned all energy to the Temple. A 
spell spent by Fr. Don working in a local tree-nursery (primarily to 
earn funds with which to help pay of Temple construction bilis) had 
asa fringe benefit a nunber of young fruit trees---as many as we 
cared to set out. Consequently, there now stands quite a sizeable 
new orchard on the slope facing the Conmunity house: predominantly 
apples, but also a few pears, a plum, a hazlenut, several cherries 
We look to it hopefully for the years to come, and plan to continu 
its expansion---just wish some of those trees had been set out when 
we first came here! Bee colonies seem to be wintering well---now (in 
view of all the warm weather which increases food consumption) grate- 
ful that time spent on the Temple precluded taking a second crop from 
the colonies last fall: we'd probably already have to be feeding 
sugar-water. Livestock {s faring well---except for cats. A mysteri- 
ous disease has taken the lives of one feline after another over the 
past year, and we've resolved to try no more for the present. Our 
flock of ducks continues to be a source of much amusement. Not lay- 
ing yet, but they're a whole lot better-mannered than chickens---at 
least they stay off the porch! Mary Sara (now 5) has pretty mach tak- 
en then under her wing, feeding them morning and night and opening 
and closing the house---with an occasional reminder fron parents. 
When (and if!) drier weather arrives, it will be time (already!?) to 
begin ground preparation for spring plantings---and the annual gam- 
ble with late frosts. Already it’s possible to imagine the little 
green things peeping up! 
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YOUR PRAYERS... 
sssare requested for all of us here, but especially for Matushka Je- 
ckie and the child whom she carries; also for those persecuted for 
theip faith in Russia and throughout the world. 


THANKSGIVING, «++ 

++.for those who have kindly contributed to the life and worship of 
the Community: Praskovia Derevitzky (ME), Herbert Davis (TN), Brooks- 
ville Cistercian Monastery (MS), Alma Compton (AL), Fr. William Ku- 
retich (NJ), Charles & Iris Ludwig (IN), and Gethsemane Abbey (KY), 
who have kindly provided cash contributions; Fr. Stephen Wallsteadt 
(IN) for a set of vestments, incense, church calendars and several 
other items; Fr. Lev Puhalo (BC, Canada) for several books for the 
library here; Fr. Ken & Lee Williams (IN) for a candlestand for the 
Temple; Fr. Patrick (WV) for a reliquary cross. Our thanks also and 
profound apologies for the inevitable errors of omission here---we 
haven't yet developed a bookkeeping system good enough for this pur 
pose 


‘TEMPLE NEEDS 


Although all the construction bills for the Temple have been paid, 
$250 of this was ‘robbed from Peter to pay Paul'--~it was borrowe 
from the Conmunity's land account, to which it will eventually 

to be repaid. For this purpose, as well as for continuing work on 
the Temple, cash gifts are welcomed. More specifically, several i- 
tems are yet needed which might better come from other sources than 
purchase: a large (7-day size) sanctuary lamp (to replace the some- 
what crude wooden homenade one now in use); a processional Cross to 
stand behind the Altar; liturgical fans for the Altar; lampada---we 
have none; hanging ikon lamps. Ikons and vestments (Orthodox) are 
always»welcone. 


THE LAND ACCOUNT 


It has been quite some time since any mention of the status of Commu- 
nity land payments has been made in the newsletter. An update: con- 
tinuing payments, the sale of some of the land (together with a house) 
to the Zitterichs, and a donation/writeoff by the noteholder (Matush- 
ka Jackie's mother) quite some time ago have reduced the balance due 
on the Community land to $3737.22. 1979 taxes now due (and soon past- 
due) are about $180. Though we have no idea how it might come about, 
we would rejoice to see this obligction terminated within the year. 
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A DISCOVERY... 
of possible interest to those who would much like to keep a per- 
petual lamp burning before the ikons in their home, but who cannot 
afford to burn olive oil (which is not even obtainable here any way 
except in tiny jars!). A completely satisfactory oil for lamp us 
with the proper wick--~is manufactured by ARCO petroleum company un- 
der the trade name of Arcoprime 70. While this product is not avail- 
able at retail (it's manufactured for food processing), we're trying 
to get further information on its purchase. Anyone interested, drop 
us a note. 


RAMBLINGS, 


An impromptu trip to northern sites after the world's Christmas and 
well before the beginning of Nativity celebrations here was a delight 
for the family. It was good to be, even though briefly, with Fr. 
Don's parents and all but one of his brothers and sister (the missing 
one is in Japan), then to visit at the Church of Our Savior (Russian 
Synod) for Sunday Liturgy on the way back, followed up with a brief 
visit with a seldon-seen aunt in southern Indiana, The trip was un- 
eventful mechanically once the aging Chevy II got out of Liberty-. 
which, however, was a comedy of some 3 or more hours of tinkering 
which began with a volcanic eruption of the radiator: defective ther- 
mostat, as it turned cut. Simple enough, till we went to remove the 
drain plug so as to restore the antifreeze level---and the plug re- 
moved all the way. Remove radiator, resolder plug, put it all back 
together=--and pull off for a ¥50-mile drive at SPM! Lots easier in 
one respect: all the children slept throughout the entire trip! As 
always, however, no matter how much we may enjoy a trip, we were de- 
lighted to return home a few days later. A trip of another kind--- 

we enjoyed sharing with American Indian neighbors (certainly of the 
very few seriously attempting to live a true traditional Indian life) 
a few miles away their midwinter celebration. In recognition of the 
human tendency to become hoarders in time of short supply, Indian 
custom requires that a big feast be given at this time, and that what- 
ever is available be shared---and what a feast it was! Chicken, rab- 
bit, Jerusalem artichokes- 
and cook up into a delicious stew. Thanks to the Creator and to 
our friends! 
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WHAT IS TRUTH?.... 
s+ssaid Pilate, and assured his own role as an accomplice to the mur- 
der of the Son of God. The Truth is the revealed Law of God, said 
Saul, giving his whole life to it---and prepared himself for divine 
revelation and his own salvation, The wretched, blind and naked La~ 
odiceans were complacent in their self-deluded richness, neither 
‘cold nor hot', and the angel spoke to them: 'I wish you were ene or 
the other, but since you are...only lukewarm, I will spit you out of 
my mouth.! (Rev 3:15ff) We live in an age of relativism, of compro- 
mise, of lukewarmness---an age which asks itself ‘what is truth’ 
shrugs its shoulders, and goes complacently on its way---to perdition. 
It seeks ‘the golden mean': the place in which nothing is serious e- 
hough to risk one's life for, It seeks to cling to opposites and 
contradictories---because it doesn't really care for either. It is 
not really reconciliation which is sought, but rather an avoidance 

of the Truth so as to find.some shadow of truth which everyone can 
‘Live with’, It is such a state of lukewarmness which seems to be 

the motivating force and objective of what is commonly called ‘the 
ecumenical movement'---concerning which the following confession of 
an Orthodox participant in the Faith and Order commission of the World 
Council of Churches seems and excellent exposition: 


‘one final comment about Faith and Order work must be made. This is 
the point about its method of operation: the production of 'concen- 
sus statements’ on various issues. While I agree that it can be fruit- 
ful for Christians of separated church bodies to try to say what they 
can together on a given thene, there is in this practice not only the 
danger but the undeniable fact that vords are employed in ways uhich 
allo for various interpretations by those who read them, I know 
that this is so because I have been involved in the process, and my 
conscience is not at peace about it. At Faith and Order meetings, as 
elsewhere, I am sure, in ecumenical activity, doownente are produced 
vhich the authore know fill well do not have the sane meaning for e- 
veryone, inaluding themselves. They write them in ways that they and 
their fellow churchmen can ‘live with’ and 'defend' with the aware- 
ness ‘that others are ‘living with' and ‘defending' then differently, 
This is, it seems to me, exactly the opposite of what ought to be 
done, and in fact was done in the past when Christians found themselves 
in disagreement and dispute. What should be sought is not agreement 
in words: but agreement in meaning. Different words and expressions 
should be permitted, even welcomed and blessed, as long as everyone 
(continued next page) 
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(from preceding page) 
has the same understanding and the clear agreement about how diffe- 
rent words are being used. The method of ‘agreeing in words’ with a 
variety of interpretations makes even such a positive and acceptable 
statement as the Conmon Acoount of Hope of questionable significance 
since one is led to wonder if even such a statement as ‘Christ is ris- 
en' means the same thing to all who-have written it and who read it,’ 
(Fr, Thomas Hopko in St, Vladimir's Theological Quarterly XXII, 4. 


A commentary as appropriate as any we might make comes from St. Mark 
of Ephesus some five centuries ago, considering the ‘deliberations’ 

of the so-called Council of Florence at which he was nearly the sole 
defender of true Orthodox Christianity: ‘Many were tempted by the i- 

dea that one can find a medium between two doctrines, True: one can 
find such expressions which, having a double meaning, could at the 
sane time express something between the two doctrines. But a doctrine 
midway between two contrary doctrines on the same subject is imposs- 
ible; for in this case it must be something between truth and false- 
hood, between an affirmation and a negation.’ (quoted in Ivan N. 
Ostrounoff, The History of the Council of Florence, Holy Transfigu- 
ration Monastery, Boston 1971, p. 172.) 


Ce 


(ORTHODOX WORSHIP AND LIFE fro page 10) 
and the faithful departed. Superimposed upon this weekly cycle of 
commemorations lies the yearly cycle of the saints: to each day of 
the year is assigned the remembrance of several of the most outstand- 
ing witnessed to the Faith, In this cycle lie also the celebrations 
of many of the events of Our Lord's life. 


The most critical Events of our salvation, however are celebrated on 
days determined by a different kind of time. Our Lord's Passion, 
Death, Resurrection and Ascension are remembered on days determined 
not by the ‘ordinary’ calendar, but rather by the special paschal ca- 
Jendar. This calendar is conditioned by the interaction of solar 
and lunar cycles with the weekly cycle of the Resurrection celebra~ 
tion, As such, it may be seen to represent the meeting of time with 
the Timeless: it speaks to us of the ultimate insignificance and in- 
stability even of ‘time’ as we see it. 


NEXT ISSUE: 'No-time’ and 'The Material Economy of Salvation’ 
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MANY FALSE PROPHETS SHALL ARISE... 


This article might well have been a book review...for it is stimulated 
by a book of some interest to those concerned with communal 1ife---but 
of no particular interest to Orthodoxy. To those firmly settled in 
true Orthodox Christianity, its interest is of "intelligence concern- 
ing enemy activities’, But to those who yet wander through the out- 
er fringes. of the Faith, it is addressed as a warning and a plea... 

Be not deceived! 


Many years ago, we chanced to come into contact with a group at that 
time yet rather new and little-known, an intriguing group of people. 
Much about their way of life and apparent commitment to Christian prin- 
ciples was very attractive to seekers much disheartened by the obvi- 
ous failure of much of ‘Christianity to have anything more than a 
name in common with the Lord Jesus, It now appears that this group 
(with which we have long since ruptured contact) has acquired a suffi- 
cient ‘respectability’ to be included as an example of 'The New Ame~ 
rican Monasticism’ in a volume entitled Living Together Alone (Charles 
A. Fracchia, Harper and Row, San Francisco 1979)---alongside such 
groups as St. Joseph's Trappist Abbey, Weston Priory, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Monastery, the Spiritual Life Institute, the Monastery of 
Christ in the Desert, and a few Buddhist and other Far Eastern groups, 
The Holy Order of MANS, as it is known, is presented in this volume 
at face value---very much, indeed, as it was first presented to us 
years ago. As such, it might very well offer a great enticement to 
‘those searching for a 'viable' religion. Only upon closer inspection 
does it become apparent---and perhaps even then only to those with 
sufficient theological sophistication to know the 'right questions! 
sr-that all is not as it appears. 


As we said before, the first impression this group gives, 
to give, is that of a hard-working group of loving people- 
young---dedicated to living a life of prayer and service. 
Prayer-Life of the group would seem quite faniliar, even if a bit odd, 
to any Christian familiar with the Orthodox and Catholic Tradition of 
‘the Church---although with some charismatic overtones. Bits and 
pieces of literature lying-about seem to arise cut of a clearly Chris- 
tian framework of thought. Heavy empliasis is put upon availability 
-streetwork, often in the most depressdd sections of cities. All 
very attractive to a frustrated liberal-ainded Christian who neverthe- 
less does not wish to depart entirely fron the Faith, no matter how 
(continved next page) 


fed up he might be with the ‘institutional church’. 


This is the 'front'; behind it lies a reality which we explored only 
so far and then had no desire to explore any further. The first red 
flagt the founder of the ‘Order’ was claimed to be the ‘reincarnation’ 
of St, Paul---come back to correct and modify some of his teachings. 
Herein lay the basis for the group to call itself 'Pauline Catholics’. 
Enough said, for anyone really well grounded in the Faith---but per- 
haps not for someone determined to be ‘open-minded’. This was as far 
as we got at the ‘local' level: serious questions of doctrine were 
deferred or evaded: these’ things were only discussed after one began 
a formal course of instruction with the ‘Order’. 


There the matter might have rested, but for a subsequent encounter at 
a far different level, A visit to a friend who was a member of the 
Order at one of the principal houses led to an unexpected interview 
with one of the seven 'masters'---who, accofding to Fracchia, ‘have a 
sacramental function---much like the bishops of the early Church’ (p. 
111). After a lengthy conversation in which there was much hinting 
at esoteric powers to be attained through association with the group 
(which {s governed by something called the ‘Esoteric Council'), we 
began to ask some very pointed dogmatic and doctrinal questions. 

This conversation finally led to the assertion by the 'master' with 
whom we were talking that the Holy Order of MANS was the present-day 
successor to the second-century Gnostics---those arch-heretics who 
Were causing trouble even in St, Paul's days. While this assertion 
is almost certainly not true in any historical sense, analogous to 
the continuity of the Holy Orthodox Christian Church, it would cer- 
tainly seem to be true in a ‘spiritual’ sense. 


There has, perhaps, never been a time when someone was not teaching 
that the way to salvation is through knowledge-~-this is the keynote 
and meaning of 'gnosticism'; there were gnostic teachers before the 
Incarnation and no doubt will be to the end of time. Most of these 
are simply of no concern to those who believe and know that salvation 
has been given to us through the Incarnation, Passion and Resurrection 
of Our Lord Jesus. But ever since the Resurrection, there have been 
more or less consistent attempts to convert the Gospel into a form of 
‘Christian Gnosticism’: it was against such heretics that St. Paul 
and, after him, St. Irenaeus, had to do battle. From them arose a 
whole host of spurious ‘Christian’ documents---some of which (notably 
the ‘Gospel of St. Thomas’ and the 'Essene Gospel of Peace’) are now 


being reprinted and widely circulated after several centuries of well- 
deserved dust-gathering. The best-known contemporary forms of gnos- 
ticism have been the Rosicrucians (who are too much off-the-wall to 
hold much attraction for anyone with any. Christian commitment at all), 
the Christian Scientists (who are too far renoved from the historic 
Tradition of the Church to be very appealing to anyone with any sense 
of it), and the Masons (who have become sufficiently watered-down and 
sanitized to pass for a mere social and service club---a veneer which 
nevertheless covers an eclectic gnosticism as antithetical and deadly 
to true Christianity as any heresy has ever been). 


The particular danger of the Holy Order of MANS lies in its imitation 
and adoption of many of the external forms of the Catholic Tradition 
of the Faith (albeit primarily western---e.g., Ronan---in character). 
As Fracchia observes, ‘Both the chapel and the communion service are 
reminiscent of the hundreds of Catholic churches and the thousands of 
masses I have attended during my lifetime. A major difference is 
that the approximately one hundred persons in the Christian Community 
chapel seem much more engaged in the liturgical service than I have 
seen during most Catholic masses.’ (p. 118) 


Like so many of its predecessors, the 'Order' pretends to provide a 
special ‘knowledge’ for its few initiates, not available to all, which 
leads to power, hence to salvation. from the housetops let the true 
Gospel be proclaimed: that salvation is from Jesus the Christ, and 
that it is available to all, at the cost of belief in Him and obedi- 
ence to his word and commandment. The Truth is fully contained in 
his Holy Church---his Body---in Scripture, Tradition, the declarations 
of the Holy Councils and the received writings ‘of the Holy Fathers. 

It is readily available to any who will take the trouble to listen 
and read and participate in the life and worship of the Church. 


CENTRAL PA/NY SUBSCRIBERS TAKE NOTE 
A half-hour radio program centering in Holy Orthodoxy will be broad- 
cast Sunday mornings at 8AM over WYZZ, TM 92.9, during 1980. The pro- 
gram should be received within a 100-mile radius of Wilkes-Barre, PA 
north beyond Binghamton, south to Pottstown, west to State College, 
east into New Jersey. Perhaps a welcome change from the usual Sunday- 
morning fare! 
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(FROM OUR READERS, from page 2) 
inadvertently passed on to your readers. On p. 11 of your recent is- 
sue (I, 5) you have reprinted, under the title ‘Dateline: 1500/1979 
A.D.", a prophecy which you have attributed to St. Nilus of Sora. In 
reality the prophecy is one of St. Nilus the Myrrhstreamer, an Atho- 
nite monastic saint who lived in the seventeenth century. His date 
of commemoration is November 12, and you may find his life in ORTHO- 
DOX WORD, Vol. IV (July-August 1968), pp. 138-173. If you don't have 
this issue, we will be happy to xerox it off for you. The prophecies 
of St. Nilus were not made in his lifetime, but were committed to 
writing in the early nineteenth century as a result of a series of 
visions received by a certain Athonite monk. These prophecies are 
available in Russian translation for anyone who is interested. AS 
regards this particular prophecy, it appeared originally in ORTHODOX 
LIFE, Vol, XXI, #5 (Sept.-Oct. 1971), pp. 13-14. Evidently THE OR- 
THODOX AMERICAN picked it up either from an old ORTHODOX LIFE issue 
or some other publication, for it has frequently been reprinted, with 
and without acknowledgement of its original source. The exact title 
of the book containing the Russian translation of St. Nilus' prophe- 
cies is as follows: The Posthumous Prophecies of the Venerable Nilus 
the Myyrhstreamer of Athos: A Translation from a Greek Manuscript 
(Athos: Kellia of the Annunciation, 1912), printed in St, Petersburg, 
Russia, with the permission of the ecclesiastical authorities. 

We hope this information has proved useful to you, and rest as- 
sured that we shall be waiting for each issue of your publication 
with dnticdpation. If there is anything we can do to help you in 
your labors, please do not hesitate to ask---if it can be done, we 
will try to do it. Again, thanking you for your kind words reconmend- 
ing ORTHODOX LIFE, and assuring you of our poor prayers for your con- 
tinued enlightenment, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 
Brother Isaac. 
ORTHODOX LIFE staff. 


We are most grateful both for the encouragement and the correction, 
which relieves our considerable weasinesa in the printing of the 
prophecy of St. Nilus in the last iseue---uneasineee arising from our 
inability to discover its ultimate source, ani our czrenese of past 
hoawes of thie sort. Happily, we are able alec in this issue to pro- 
vide, in the folloving pages, some further information. 


ST, NILUS* POSTHUMOUS DISCOURSES 


The last teeue of LIVING ORTHODOXY carried a prophecy ascribed to St. 
Wilus under the title ‘Dateline 1500/1279 AD"; the follaving informa~ 
tion which originally appeared in ORTHODOX WORD July/August 1988, and 
which we reprint directly from ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WITNESS Oct. 16/20, 
1978, helps to illuminate the etrewnstances by whic thie prophecy 
Peaches wa. 


The decrees of God are inscrutable, and so we cannot say precisely 
what it was that evoked the divine and heavenly enbassy to earth 

of St. Nilus; but from the Saint's words we may conclude that, 
first, the most immediate cause was the repentance of Theophanes, 
who, having fallen into the abyss of the most serious sins, con 
ceived the good intention of repenting and correcting himself and 
with this aim returned to the Holy Mountain, which he had left, but 
through the devil's activity encountered so many obstacles that he 
began to plan to leave the Holy Mountain and go to Constantinople. 


‘Theophanes was already on the eve of departing when he met the 
Saint in the forest in the form of an unknown old man. The Saint 
showed him an abandoned hut in the wilderness and ordered him to 
settle in it, promising to take care of everything necessary for 
his life. Theophanes did not know that it was the Saint speaking 
to him, but he obeyed hin, showing here his good will. From this 
moment began the extraordinary care of the heavenly dweller for 
the earthly and deeply fallen Theophanes. 


As is apparent from the open confession of Theophanes, he was full 
of vices: he was lightminded, inconstant, pleasure-loving, quick- 
tempered, a dreamer, given over to sexual passion, negligent in 
ascetic endeavors, slothful in prayer; but at the same time he 
possessed several virtues, namely: a great simple-heartedness, 
sincerity, and a deep awareness of his unworthiness. in addition, 
without doubt his faith in God was pure and Orthodox, and his hope 
in Him was great. These virtues compel onc to look at him, not as 
a child of the devil, but as an errant sheep of the flock of Christ. 


Tt was in order to save this errant sheep, who was persecuted not 
only by demons, but also by his own brothers, that St. Nilus came 
down from heaven; with great patience, little by little cleansing 
him, ‘making him a victor over the enemy and over his passions, the 
Saint finally succeeded in leading Theophanes to the point where he 
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ordered him to receive the highest angelic habit, the Skhima, order- 
ing him to take the name Ekhmalotos 
was the prisoner of the Saint, for the Saint had delivered him from 
his captor, the devil. 


Theophanes, at the request of several of the brethren of the Skete 
of Kapsokalyvia, wrote down the miraculous events that occurred to 
him; and later St. Nilus himself commanded him to write all his 
words without concealment or abbreviation. Since Theophanes w 
hardly literate, a certain Hieromonk Gerasimos from Constantinople 
helped him write 


A second reason for the heavenly visitation of Theophanes was to 
call the monks of the Holy Mountain to return to the path of life of 
the Holy Fathers, from which they had begun to fall away, neglecting 
spiritual endeavors and silence, being captivated by vanity and 
acquisitiveness. As a result of neglect of spiritual life, there 
had developed among them also other serious vices; all this inevit- 
ably drew down on itself the wrath of God. 


‘The Saint transmitted through Theophanes that he had been sent by 
God, like Noah to people before the Flood and like Jonah to Nineva, 
and that God was ready to accept repentance even from the worst 
sinners. The Saint said that the chief evil proceeded from loqua~ 
city, empty talk, judgment, and likewise from being weighed down by 
cares, from acquisitiveness and over-solicitude, which kill the 
monastic spirit, opening the door to other passions and vices. The 
Saint revealed a true picture of contemporary monasticism and 
announced what was to be expected at the end of the world, and like- 
wise foretold what was to come in the near future-~sword and water, 
which was fulfilled in a little over three years after his last pro- 
phecy, and which could have been averted if his words had been 
accepted... 

‘The third providential reason for the miraculous revelations to 
‘Theophanes was the unveiling for future generations of monks of the 
diabolic nets by which the enemy strives now with reinforced effort 
to enmesh those who have left the world and entered upon the path of 
repentance and of pleasing God, in order to mock their good inten- 
tions and compel them, in monasticism even more than in the world, 
to work for him, that is, for sin. 


Since terrible times are coming, concerning which the Lord says, 
When the Son of Man cometh, will He find faith on the earth? the 
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saint proclains to those seeking salvation in the shelter of Athos 
not to be troubled, not to become frightened, not to lose faith in 
the Protection of the Mother of God and not to leave Athos until 
the Iveron Icon of the Hother of God leaves Athos, but to remain in 
zepentance and hope of salvation, in silence, humility, and obe~ 
dience, striving to preserve unalterable that little which still re- 
mains from the high monastic life of former times, especially 
chastity. 


THE DIVIDED WILL: 
Seeking Perfection and Pleasure At Once 


Between the two desires of the flesh and the spirit, the will of the 
Soul stands in a middle position, not free from blane, nor delighted 
with the wickedness of sin, nor finding content in the pains of vir- 
tue. Tt seeks relief from fleshly passions, but cniy on condition of 
not bearing the consequent pains without which it is impossible to 
possess what the spirit longs for, Tt would obtain chastity of body 
without punishment of the flesh, purity of heart without the toil of 
watchings, it would abound in spiritual virtues and yet retain flesh- 
ly ease, it would possess the grace of patience with no irksoneness 
of contention, practice the humility of Christ, but with no loss of 
worldly honor} combine the simplicity of the religious life with the 
following of secular ambition, Tt desires to serve Christ to the 
accompaniment of praise and the favor of men; to profess the narrow 
way of truth without even the least offence to anyone; in a word, 

its aim {s so to pursue the award to come, es not to lose that which 
is here and now, Such a will can never bring us on to reach true 
(pp. 87-88) 


perfection, 


-St. John Cassian, Teachings on , 
Eastern Orthodox Sooks, PO Box 302, Willits, CA 95490 


The first printing of THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE TH. 
is exhausted, except for a few leftover sheets; SACRAMENTAL LE 
a second printing has been begun but is not 

yet complete. Recently-arrived letters, of 

which that reproduced below is an example, 

indicate the apparent usefulness of this book 

in the teaching of true Orthodox Faith. 
and so it is that we run an 'ad' in the hope 
what a wider distribution for the work may be 
attained. As always, there are capital prob- 
Jems with actually getting the work off the 
press, so we offer special prices for larger 
orders to those willing to so subsidize the 
second printing. Single-copy cover price for 
the second printing will be $1.50 postpaid. 
Quantity orders will be accepted until 15 
March (NS) at the following prices: 20 copies/ 
$20 ppd.; 50 copies/$45 ppd-; 100 copies/$60 
ppd. 200 or more at $75/100 ppd. Any assis- 
tance in securing a wider retail and mail- 
order distribution of THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
would obviously be appreciated, and we hope 

of genuine service to the spread of the Faith. 


Gentlemen, 

T have a copy of your THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE and all my friends 
have read it and enjoy it very mich. We began a catechism class based 
upon it and now three Baptists are Catholic. 

‘They now question that they don't feel that the Roman Catholicism 
is the same Catholicism as this little book gives to understanding. 
What is the "Holy Eastern Orthodox Church of the United States'? And 
who is '+Trevor, SSB, Archbishop of Philadelphia and Metropolitan- 
Primate"? 

Where might we write to this person of that Church? We are look- 
ing into the possibility of Byzantine liturgy and faith. 

If you will,please forward this letter to the above mentioned 
'Primate' at his Church and let me know that you have done so, so that 
we may hope for a reply from him. Till I hear from you, I renain... 

Devotedly, in Christ, 
Paul L. Zeeb 
Williamsburg, VA 


22-22- 


LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 


LIVING ORTHODOXY is not going 'bigtime', but there is a crucial need 
at this point for sufficient capital to provide a permanent hone for 
the press facilities and for improving the printing equipment. The 
steady trickle of new and gift subscriptions is sufficient to provide 
for the printing and mailing of each issue (but NOT for the workers! 
but it may very well be a long time before such annual sub- 
scriptions would pay for the neceseary capital improvements. So... 
we're asking those of our readerd’who have faith that we'll be around 
long enough, and that it's desirable to ‘stay around long enough, to 
invest in the work of the Press in the form of a lifetine subscription 
to LIVING ORTHODOXY. You take a-gamble that you'll eventually get 
your money's worth...and we take a gamble that costs will not sky- 
rocket so dramatically that we're faced with paper and postage bills 
insanely beyond what these lifetime subscriptions provide. The other 
side---you get protected against the inevitable increases in subscrip- 
tion rates. The prices an even $100, at least until summer of 1980. 
Just slip your check in an envelope along with a regular subscrip- 
tion form marked ‘LIFETIME’. Many thanks, and God bless you. 


FROM THE PRESS 
‘THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE (2nd printing available soon) $1.50 
LIVING ORTHODOXY, back issues eas 278 
AGAPE COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER, '75-78 each year 4.50 
'AGAPE COMMUNITY'~~-a descriptive booklet 50 
CHRISTIANITY OR THE PAPACY (Nikodemos Press) 75 


Add postage/handling: orders to $5.00, 50¢3 $5.01-$10.00, 75¢; 

$10.01-§20.00, $1.00 over $20.00 postpaid 
REPRINTS: Most articles from LIVING ORTHODOXY will be reprinted on 
request at, 10¢/sheet + postage as above; the initial order for a re~ 
print must be for at least 100 copic 
QUANTITY RATES on any items on requ 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $5/yrs (6 RAS "99/2 yre., $12.50/3 yrs. Ad~ 
ditional gite sabsclgtions|@8/yes< Gsoup retes!.8 oc more $5/97 each 
10 or more $3.50/yr. ea. Free or reduced rates for those unable to 
afford regular subscription rates. 

ts & & # eh kk eR ee 
Published with Ecclesiastical Approbation and Apostolic Blessings: 
+TREVOR, Archbishop of Philadelphia / Metropolitan-Primate 
Holy Eastern Orthodox Church of the United States 


meaigaen, 


LIVING ORTHODOXY 
St. John of Kronstadt Press 
Rt. 1, Box 171 
Liberty, TN 37095 


